
Paolo Tolomeo, a fourth-grade teacher at Haine 
Elementary School, has been named a finalist in the 
2020 Pennsylvania Teacher of the Year competition as 
hosted by the Pennsylvania Chapter of the National 
State Teacher of the Year Organization. Mr. Tolomeo 
is one of only a dozen teachers chosen for finalist  
recognition and ultimately represents the more 
122,000 teachers from across the Commonwealth. 

Mr. Tolomeo shared that he was pleasantly surprised 
hearing the news and hopes to use this opportunity 
to impact others. “I have already worked to create a 
network with the other teachers who are finalists so 
we can collaborate and share ideas with each other,” 
Tolomeo said. “This is going to allow me to further 
expand my professional learning network. By gaining 
insights and ideas from them, as well as other teachers 
around the country, I can bring those ideas to my 
team to help us grow. Not only that, but I can also take 
many of the amazing ideas other teachers here are 
using and share them with others, truly showcasing all 
we do at Seneca Valley.”

Fellow colleagues in the District, especially Haine 
Elementary School, are excited for Mr. Tolomeo and 
noted that he strongly supports the values of public 
education and contributes daily to improve the lives 
of children.

“Mr. Tolomeo creates a positive classroom community 
that is built on trust, inclusion of all diversity and 
high expectations for both learning and behavior,” 
said Kristen White, Haine Elementary Principal.  
“Children in his classroom are encouraged to take 
risks, in a non-threatening environment, which  
supports learning, encourages resiliency and  
reinforces the pillars of mindfulness. Students are 
expected to work in collaboration throughout the 
day, and high levels of engagement are simply the 
norm.”
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May 1-3 - PSSA Testing 
May 4 - SAT Testing, SHS, 7:30 a.m. 
May 6 - School Board Meeting, Work Session,  
 Intermediate High School Aud., 7 p.m.
May 6 -17 - Advanced Placement Test Dates
May 7 - National Teacher Appreciation Day 
May 8 - National School Nurse Day 
May 13 - School Board Meeting, Regular  
 Session, Intermediate High School Aud., 7 p.m.
May13-24 - Keystone Testing 
May 17 - Act-80 Day, No School for Students 
May 27 - District Holiday, No School 
May 31 - Last Day for Seniors, Graduation Day,  
 NexTier Stadium, 6 p.m.  
June 7 - Last day for K-11 Students 
For more dates, visit www.svsd.net/WebCalendar.

Haine Elementary Teacher named finalist for 
PA Teacher of the Year

SV’s Kennywood Picnic Day is Friday, 
June 21. Visit https://www.kennywood.
com/seneca to buy your tickets!
Photo courtesy of Kennywood Park

Hands up if you’re ready for 
summer

Continued on page 2

Vote for SV!
SV is a finalist in the Vans Custom Culture Contest and is one 
step closer to winning $75,000, but we need your help! Learn 
how on page 8.

https://www.svsd.net/WebCalendar
https://www.kennywood.com/seneca
https://www.kennywood.com/seneca


Haine Elementary Teacher named finalist for PA Teacher of the Year continued from page 1

- 2 -

Mr. Tolomeo, who has been teaching at Seneca Valley for 10 years, will attend a special awards ceremony in December 2019 where the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education will announce the 2020 Pennsylvania Teacher of the Year.

“Mr. Tolomeo is one of our finest teachers and really understands what student engagement is about,” said Dr. Tracy Vitale, Superintendent of Schools. “He 
knows his children well and recognizes that teachers must care about the children in their classroom before they can begin to teach subject matter. He is con-
stantly trying to improve his teaching methods with a focus on innovation and creativity. We are very lucky to have Mr. Tolomeo! We wish him the very best 
as he continues in the selection process.” 

Dr. Sean McCarty, Assistant Superintendent for K-6 Instruction, echoed Dr. Vitale’s praise for the continued work and efforts of Mr. Tolomeo. “Over the 
years, he has created a supportive and engaging classroom environment for countless students,” Dr. McCarty said. “He is the epitome of a student-centered 
educator.” 

According to The National Teacher of the Year website, the awards program began in 1952 and continues as the oldest, most prestigious national honors pro-
gram that focuses public attention on excellence in teaching.

Q&A with Mr. Tolomeo
Q: What was your first thought when you heard you were a finalist?
A: When I first found out I was a finalist, I was pretty surprised. I’ve worked very hard and have been blessed with 
such an amazing team and group of colleagues at Haine, but I never thought I would be a finalist for PA Teacher 
of the Year. 

Q: How will you use being a finalist of this award to influence others? 
A: I hope to be able to use this opportunity to impact others. I have already worked to create a network with the 
other teachers who are finalists so we can collaborate and share ideas with each other. This is going to allow me 
to further expand my professional learning network. By gaining insights and ideas from them, as well as other 
teachers around the country, I can bring those ideas to my team to help us grow. Not only that, but I can also take 
many of the amazing ideas other teachers here are using and share them with others, truly showcasing all we do 
at Seneca Valley. 

Q: How do you believe this recognition as a finalist will impact your life and teaching career?
A: Receiving this recognition has honestly motivated me to work even harder. I want to prove that I belong 
among these great teachers, and so I have been working to push my teaching to ensure that I am having an even 
greater impact on my students. I have always loved this career and after 13 years that desire to improve and learn 
more has only grown. 

Q: Why did you become a teacher?
A: I became a teacher because I wanted to be able to impact our future in a meaningful way. I have a love of 
learning and that has allowed me to accomplish so much in my life. I had amazing influences in my life, between 
family, friends, and teachers, and I wanted to be able to instill a passion for learning in children at a young age 
like my role models did for me. 

Q: What one contribution have you made to the education profession that is most meaningful to you?
A: I honestly can’t take credit for any one contribution to education. Everything I have done has been a combined effort of all the teachers I have worked with. I have 
borrowed ideas and tweaked them to make them fit my own individual class each year. One thing I have tried to do each year is to make the learning experience 
unique for that specific group of kids. I think one thing I can say I contribute to education is a focus on the group of students I have each year. I offer unique choices 
and activities to meet the needs of those students. All of these ideas, though, are a product of collaborating with others. I am proud of the work I have been able to 
share with others, and extremely grateful for everything others have shared with me. 

Q: Tell us about a teacher/mentor who made an impact on you or set you on your present path.
A: One mentor who has impacted me in my life has been my father. He has worked harder than anyone I know for as long as I have been alive. His example has  
instilled in me the drive to work harder and harder every day. He was supportive in every decision I made, especially when I decided to be a teacher. He taught me 
that no matter what path I chose for my life, I needed to push myself to be the best at it. I have carried that advice with me in everything I have done and plan to 
continue to push myself as I continue to grow as a teacher. 

Q: What advice would you give to someone who is just starting out in the profession?
A: One piece of advice I would give someone who is just starting out in the profession is to lean on your colleagues and fellow teachers. Teaching is a collaboration, 
not a competition. I would not be where I am today without the tireless work of every teacher I have ever worked with. It’s OK to not know something, it’s alright 
to need help. It’s also wonderful when you can share some experiences and insights to help others. Working with other teachers and sharing strategies, ideas, and 
resources is what is best for all of our students. That is the first step to becoming a successful teacher. 

Q: It’s the last day of school. What do you hope your students take away from your classroom as they exit for the last time? 
A: When students leave for the summer, I hope they take away a love of learning. I hope they look back on their time in my classroom and realize that they had fun 
AND learned a lot. I want the kids to feel like they were pushed to reach their goals, and that it felt great to meet those goals. I hope they take what they learned in my 
room and carry that with them for years to come and continue to push themselves to learn more because they WANT to. 

Q: Why did you choose to teach at Seneca Valley? 
A: I chose to teach at Seneca Valley because of the incredible reputation. Growing up in the area, I always heard of the wonderful things happening here and wanted 
to be a part of it. This district has some of the most incredible teachers I have ever been around, and I am so blessed to be able to work with them on a daily basis. Not 
only that, but the community is incredible as well. I have been so lucky to work in a community where the families have supported us all in what we do. I have grown 
so much in my time here and learn something new every day from the amazing teachers and families I get to be surrounded by. I couldn’t imagine going anywhere 
else. Seneca Valley is such an amazing community and I am truly honored to be a part of it.
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Coming soon!
Learning Together, Growing Together
The 2018 Seneca Valley Annual Report will be released soon. 
Here’s a sneak peek at what you’ll find: 

School Board Awards

Mission & Vision Statement
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Special guests
“Bring Your Parent to CIRC” week was held at Rowan Elementary April 2-8. Parents joined their children during 
their regularly scheduled Creativity, Innovation and Research Center (CIRC) time to experience what CIRC 
looks like in their child’s grade. Parents rotated through five age-appropriate centers including Beebots, Ozobots, 
littleBits, snap circuits, Sphero, LEGO EV3 and the SMALLab, and the students were the teachers! It was also a 
fun way to share the new CIRC space with parents and other family members.

Creative messages
Two Haine Middle School (HMS) sixth grade 
students recently won awards in the Pennsylvania 
Liquor Control Board’s 2018-19 Alcohol Awareness 
Poster Contest.  

Marianna Geiser, pictured on right, won first place 
with her “Better Ideas” poster, and Sonya Dietz won 
second place with her “Choices” poster.

The posters promote safe and healthy alternatives to 
underage drinking in the students’ own images and 
words. This year, nearly 425 entries were submitted 
with 43 students being chosen for recognition. A 
ceremony honoring the student artists was held at 
the State Museum of Pennsylvania in Harrisburg on 
April 3. 

Students were led by HMS Sixth Grade Teacher 
Danielle Fagan.

From the heart
Sixth graders at Haine Middle School 
were surprised to find encouraging 
and inspiring handmade notes on 
their lockers when they came to 
school on April 1. A few classmates 
created over 300 handwritten notes 
and posted them anonymously to 
remind each student that everyone is 
worthy of friendship and kindness.

Fluid art
CVE fourth graders recently  
created a koi fish pond for the  
upcoming CVE Art Show.  
“Students are having a great time 
making the fish,” said CVE Art 
Teacher Amy Humes. “I can’t wait 
to see the installation come  
together at the ‘WATER’ themed art 
show!” Be sure to see it in person at 
CVE on May 7 and 9.
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RGMS student named winner of Outstanding Middle Level Student Award
Pennsylvania Association for Middle Level Education (PAMLE) recently announced Lucas Boyle, a 
seventh grader at Ryan Gloyer Middle School (RGMS), as a winner of the 2019 Joan Jarrett Outstanding 
Middle Level Student Award for the West Region.

Students nominated for this award must demonstrate exceptional leadership abilities, good citizenship 
and positive contributions to their school and community.  

“The staff at Ryan Gloyer Middle School felt that Lucas was an outstanding young adolescent deserving 
of this award,” stated PAMLE Awards Chair Jessica Good. 

Middle level students from all over Pennsylvania are nominated by their teachers, principals or guidance 
counselors for this special award. Two students from each of PAMLE’s five regions are chosen as recipi-
ents.  

“One of the best parts of teaching is recognizing students who go above and beyond,” stated RGMS Social Studies Teacher Scott DeVivo. “It is a pleasure to 
recognize a student as deserving as Lucas who consistently shows a great work ethic. He is a very worthy recipient of this award and I am extremely proud of 
him.”

Mr. Boyle was presented with a certificate earlier this month. In addition, PAMLE will make a $50 contribution in his name to a charity of his choosing.  

“Our membership in PAMLE is very important to us here at Ryan Gloyer Middle School,” said RGMS Principal Tony Babusci. “It is very exciting to hear 
that one of our own has been recognized by such a great organization. We are all proud of Lucas and grateful to RGMS Librarian Ms. Angela Logero and Mr. 
DeVivo, and all of those who played a part in his nomination.”

All in a day’s work
Seneca Valley students are reaping the benefits of their hard work. 

This past fall, 80 students from Ryan Gloyer Middle School (RGMS), Haine Middle School and  
Rowan Elementary School partnered with Cranberry Township, the Pennsylvania Municipal League, 
the State of Pennsylvania, KABOOM, and local and state government officials to build a new  
playground at North Boundary Park in Cranberry Township.

The catch? They built the playground in ONE day!

The project was a huge success. The kids made a lasting impression and were recently recognized by 
the Pennsylvania Recreation and Parks Society (PRPS) for their contribution. The group was  
awarded the Pennsylvania Project of the Year and the 2018 Pennsylvania State Cooperative Program 
of the Year at a conference held at Penn State University on April 4.  

Cindy Dunlap, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) Chief Regional  
Director, stated “This partnership between school and community is unique to Seneca Valley and 
should serve as a template for municipalities across Pennsylvania.”  

Mike Manipole, event organizer and RGMS Health and Physical Education Teacher, said he was very appreciative of the support he received from the district 
and building administration in his efforts to plan the event as a member of the Cranberry Township Board of Supervisors. “I think it is so important to be 
involved in your community and appreciate that our District allows our students the opportunity to participate in these enriching programs,” Manipole said.

Pictured L-R: RGMS Librarian Angela Logero, Lucas Boyle and RGMS Social 
Studies Teacher Scott DeVivo.

Pictured from Left to Right: RGMS Assistant Principal Rob Raso, DCNR Deputy 
Secretary for Conservation and Technical Services Lauren Imgrund, Pennsylva-
nia Municipal League Executive Director Rick Schuettler, Cranberry Township 
Parks and Recreation Director Pete Geis, RGMS Health and Physical Education 
Teacher Mike Manipole, DCNR Chief Regional Director Cindy Dunlap, Pennsyl-
vania Municipal League Deputy Executive Director John Brenner and Pashek 
Associates Recreation Planner Heather Cyphert.

Recognized for excellence
When Ryan Gloyer Middle School (RGMS) Student Council members set a goal, they achieve it.

The goal-setters were recently recognized as National Student Council of Excellence winners. The 
National Council of Excellence is a national recognition for Middle level and High School student 
councils that provide quality leadership activities and service to their schools and communities.

To be considered, schools must complete an application that demonstrates that they meet the 
standards-based criteria and outcomes. Four students took the lead on completing the applica-
tion including Ben Grewar, president; Peter Ko, secretary; Ben Blucher and Tommy Beresnyak.

“Our portfolio highlighted our commitment to our constitution which outlines rules for formal 
meetings and notetaking, financial documentation, fair elections and roles of the council,” stated 
RGMS Student Council Adviser LaVarr Stephens-Howling. “Additionally, the portfolio presented 
some of the activities that we have throughout the year including school-wide events, service 
projects and spirit weeks. I’m so proud of all they have done this year!”

The RGMS Student Council will travel to Pittsburgh this summer for the National Student 
Council Conference.

According to their website, National Student Council honors student councils for implementing 
a strong leadership program that meets council goals; functioning in an ethical and responsible 
way; and engaging others in leadership, spirit, civic and service activities.
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The future starts here
Seneca Valley Senior High School is preparing their students for the future. Their future, that is. 

The College & Career Fair was held for grades 10-12 in the senior high school gymnasium on April 10.   
Approximately 80 school representatives/institutions were in attendance from state universities, private colleges, 
community colleges, technical, beauty, nursing, art, business schools, military recruiters and test prep centers.

High score
Freshman Rachel Spear was the first-place winner at Seneca Valley in the  
Mathematical Association of America’s American Mathematics Competition 
(MAA AMC) 10. Her high score also qualified her to take the American  
Invitational Mathematics Examination (AIME).

The AMC 10 and 12 are the first in a series of competitions that eventually lead 
to the International Mathematical Olympiad (IMO). Miss Spear will find out if 
she advances to the IMO once her national exam is scored later this summer. 

The MAA AMC program leads the nation in strengthening the mathematical 
capabilities of the next generation of problem-solvers. The competitions prepare 
students for future careers in STEM fields and help positive attitudes towards 
analytical thinking and mathematics.

Bringing home 
the hardware
Two Seneca Valley freshmen brought 
home hardware from the 80th  
Pittsburgh Regional Science and 
Engineering Fair, held at Heinz Field 
on March 29.

Nathan Smith won fourth place in 
the senior division physics category 
for his research on instigating nuclear 
fusion using muons, and Veronica 
Pimenova won two sponsor awards 
from PPG Industries and Harrisburg 
University for her research on  
creating a longer lasting glow-in-the-
dark paint.

Additional Seneca Valley participants 
included Sam McCune, Olivia Tilton 
and Emma Reynolds. 

These student-scientists created  
projects following international 
science fair rules in order to compete 
in this esteemed regional fair, which 
serves as the qualifying event for the 
International Science and  
Engineering Fair, scheduled to be 
held in Phoenix this May.  

Students are led by Seneca Valley 
Intermediate High School Gifted 
Support Teacher Patti Griest.

SV second place finish a ‘TEAMS’ effort
Eight Seneca Valley freshmen and sophomores recently took  
second place in the Pennsylvania TEAMS Engineering  
Competition.

Hosted at Seneca Valley over several weeks in February and 
March, this year’s TEAMS competition theme was Brain  
Engineering. Students solved problems related to neural  
networks, cognitive neuroscience, decision trees, human 
behavior and more. The Seneca Valley team researched and 
wrote an essay on self-driving vehicles, designed a device to 
rescue a bear cub, and had the number one score in the state 
in problem solving.

SV team members include Julian Town, Rayan Ghaffar, 
Zach Garcia, Dawson Ward, Connor Anderson, Nathan Sloan, David Choi, Ty Brinkley.

Students were led by Patti Griest, an intermediate high school gifted support teacher.

Seneca Valley TEAMS Engineering students include, from left, Julian Town, 
Rayan Ghaffar,  Zach Garcia, Dawson Ward, Connor Anderson, Nathan 
Sloan, David Choi, Ty Brinkley.
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JROTC heads to nation’s capital
After advancing through two phases of an online competition, the Seneca Valley High School JROTC Academic 
Team composed of Caleb Alters, Diego Ambriz-Hernandez, Mareena Price, and Emma Stitzenberg, will compete in 
person at the Championship event in Washington, DC. 

The 2019 U.S. Army JROTC Academic Bowl Championship will be held on the campus of The Catholic University 
of America, June 21-25, 2019.  This event is sponsored by the U.S. Army Cadet Command, JROTC Headquarters 
and is conducted by the College Options Foundation.

Seneca Valley’s Raider Battalion Academic team earned top scores out of the 1,411 Army JROTC teams that 
competed from around the world. The team is one of only 32 Army JROTC Academic Bowl teams in the nation to 
advance to final competition, which includes an all-expense paid trip to the Championship event in DC. 

During the two fast-paced preliminary rounds, students were tested on their knowledge of English, math,  
science, and the JROTC curriculum. One of the main goals of the JROTC Academic Bowl is to prepare students for state exit/graduation exams as well as college 
entrance exams, such as the SAT and ACT.  

The winner of the U.S. Army JROTC Academic Championship will compete against the winners of the U.S. Air Force, Marine Corps, and Navy JROTC  
Academic Bowls in the JROTC Joint Service Academic Bowl Championship. 

The JROTC Leadership & Academic Bowl (JLAB) is a nationally recognized academic competition created exclusively for JROTC students. By participating, 
cadets learn the values of citizenship, academic competition, and college opportunity. The competition creates tremendous opportunities for JROTC cadets by 
allowing them to demonstrate leadership and academic abilities.

College Options Foundation is a non-profit organization dedicated to enriching the academic development of high school students and assisting them with their 
preparation for higher education. Using academic competitions, college exam study guides, college admissions tutorials, and personalized counseling, College 
Options Foundation has assisted the nation’s JROTC cadets worldwide for over a decade.

Digital sensations
Seneca Valley students in Dan McKosky’s video production 
classes brought home three awards from Robert Morris  
University's annual Digital Media Arts Consortium (DMAC) 
student video festival earlier this month.

Senior Erin Vargo won in the Documentary category for her 
film "The Loss of Labor Day," about a tragic helicopter crash in 
1978.

Matt Ditmore, sophomore, won in the Video As Art category 
for his poetic film "Steel Forests," which juxtaposes old  
industrial Pittsburgh with vibrant scenes from nature.

The Seneca Says crew won in the School Announcements category for the second year in a row.

Over 500 students from western Pennsylvania participated in the contest. This event provides students with 
the ability to interact with other students and see clips from productions from across the region.  
Additionally, the event gives students a chance to compare their skills and achievements to their peers,  
while also providing ideas for upcoming shows and projects.

Pictured L-R: Emma Stitzenberg, Mareena Price,  
Diego Ambriz-Hernandez and Caleb Alters.

Challenge accepted
The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) recently announced that two students from the Seneca 
Valley School District placed second in the Innovations Challenge State Championship in Harrisburg, PA on April 10.

Mentored by Dean Walker, team members include senior Caroline Cohen and junior Kevin Karatassos.

Since last fall, students have been working hard to solve this year's challenge, which asked students to look at inno-
vative methods, aside from laws and educational campaigns, that can be developed in the next five to 10 years to get 
drivers to slow down in work zones.

"Every day, construction workers on Pennsylvania roadways face a dangerous threat in work zones," said PennDOT 
Secretary Leslie S. Richards. "Despite increased enforcement efforts, work zone signage and smartphone alerts, driv-
ers continue to commit traffic violations in work zones, which can lead to crashes or tragically someone being killed. 
We challenged our next generation of leaders to become an active part of the solution by developing innovative ways 
to tackle this transportation issue."

SV’s innovation was a utilization of reusable non-Newtonian, fluid-filled "smart" speed bumps that would react like a solid when impacted by vehicles traveling over 55 MPH.

Their idea was selected as the PennDOT District 10 regional winner for its second Innovations Challenge and allowed them to move on to compete in Harrisburg for 
the state championship.

 “I’m very happy with the growth these students underwent,” stated Dean Walker, senior high school gifted support teacher. “Their work demonstrates a strong ability 
to make connections and gain a rich understanding of the engineering design cycle. I won’t be surprised if I see their idea in action on the roads in the near future!”

Now in its second year, the PennDOT Innovations Challenge invites high school students in grades 9-12 to use their problem-solving, creative and strategic-thinking 
abilities to solve real-world transportation challenges. The Innovations Challenge aims to not only help students explore actual transportation challenges that  
PennDOT is facing, but also open their minds to the very real possibility of working for PennDOT after graduation.

Pictured L-R: Junior Kevin Karatassos and Senior Caroline Cohen 
with PennDOT Deputy Secretary for Administration Suzanne Itzko. 
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Custom kicks
SV is “off the wall” excited about some national news involving our art students!

Seneca Valley School District is one of the top 50 schools in the nation, and 
the only school from Pennsylvania, competing in the 10th annual Vans Cus-
tom Culture competition.

Seneca Valley High School Art Students’ creation of two sculptural shoes were 
selected out of 500 schools nationwide.

“For the ‘Off the Wall’ theme, our concept grew from the idea that Vans shoes have always been a shoe company for creative types: artists, skateboarders, surfers, etc.,” 
stated Seneca Valley Senior High School Art Teacher Jason Woolslare. “We wanted to depict a world rendered in a pop-surrealistic style. Our concept was to use the Vans 
shoes in a way that would depict "Growing the seeds of Creative Culture.  All pieces are original and handcrafted by our artistically diverse students. The ‘Local Flavor’ 
concept was designed around the theme of ‘Stronger than Hate.’  As people living in the Pittsburgh region, we were all affected by the tragedy at The Tree of Life Syna-
gogue. Creatively, it was difficult to express every emotion. Therefore, we decided to depict our region in the most positive way, utilizing the phrase ‘Stronger than Hate’ 
and creating a colorful rendition of the region for which we are so proud.  We focused on the creative scenes, food scenes and symbolism of bridging people together. The 
bridges and buildings surrounding our design symbolize the coming together of all of Pittsburgh's ethnic groups that shape the rich culture found within our unique city.”

Vans goal is to bring attention to the importance of youth creativity and self-expression by donating $75,000 toward the winning school’s art program, and 
$10,000 to the four runner-up's.

Public voting is now open through May 3. To support SV, vote daily here: www.customculture.vans.com.

“As educators, we know students learn best when they collaborate, have a real problem to solve and the work is relevant,” said Seneca Valley Superintendent 
of Schools Dr. Tracy Vitale. “This is certainly one of those unique challenges – a national competition in our student’s pop culture world. I am so proud of  
Mr. Woolslare and his art students!”

Vans Custom Culture was created to inspire and empower high school students to embrace their creativity through art and design and to bring attention to 
diminishing arts education budgets. Vans believes everyone should be empowered to express themselves creatively and should be given the tools to do so. 
Custom Culture is a national high school customization competition using blank Vans shoes to be customized around specific themes.

On display
Art pieces created by 12 Seneca Valley students 
were recently accepted for exhibition at The 
Andy Warhol Museum. 

On display were works created by seniors Jessie 
Glatz and Storm Harvin, juniors Allison Jaecke, 
Ella Reynolds, Grace Hilling, Kathryn Curtis, 
Keely Lisco, Kelsey Gianfrancesco, Lindsey 
Edwards, Max Carpenter and Micah Link, and 
sophomore Kristen Bedell.

The show, which opened on April 5, was titled “Picture Show” and was a juried youth art exhibition that featured 
portraitures in various mediums.

The show theme was based on a visual exploration of identity and representation. 

Students were advised by Jason Shorr and Jason Woolslare, high school art teachers.

Juror’s Choice
Since 1989, the Midwestern Intermediate Unit (MIU) IV‘s Very Special Arts 
has celebrated the abilities of students in grades K-12 with special needs 
through an art exhibit held at Grove City College.

This year, 14 students from Ryan Gloyer Middle School (RGMS) participated 
in the show. Together, the group created a mobile titled “Sole Textures, Soul 
Wishes” and it won as the Juror’s Choice Award.

“The Juror’s Choice awards are rarely given to group entries,” stated RGMS 
Art Teacher Tabatha Karman. “I am so proud of these kids for achieving 
such an accolade!” 

Students involved included Michael Antonucci, Claire Barclay, Jordyn  
Bennett, Joshua Bennington, Ian Boyd, Daniel Camus, Monte Crockett, 
Thoman Gettings, Skyler Heeter, Madison Kmonk, Natalie Mezl, Braeden Mooney, James O’Donnell and Laura Trauterman.

The exhibit was on display from March 25-April 17 at the Pew Fine Arts Center in Grove City.

VSA Arts (formerly Very Special Arts) is an international nonprofit organization affiliated with the education programs of the John F. Kennedy Center for  
Performing Arts in Washington D.C. It is designed to give special needs children and adults the opportunity to develop and showcase their creative abilities. 
Very Special Arts is founded on the belief that the arts are a universal language that challenges people to look beyond themselves and celebrate their diversity.

https://www.vans.com/shop.html?cm_mmc=LinkShare-_-Affiliate-_-ysYzDGpG/sM-_-143110&utm_source=linkshare&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=ysYzDGpG/sM&ranMID=24747&ranEAID=ysYzDGpG/sM&ranLinkID=4-10000002&ranSiteID=ysYzDGpG_sM-0WLoKg8mM.ZlXs.FvDNm4g
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SVAOC Performing Arts – April 2019
Varden Armstrong, Performing Arts Coordinator

News and Events

Seventeen SV students participated in the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association (PMEA)/National Association 
for Music Education (NAfME) All-State and All-Eastern Music Festival in Pittsburgh, PA April 3-7.

This is a tremendous accomplishment that began with students participating in PMEA District events during 
January and February.  In order to achieve the goal of earning a position in the state festival, students had to advance 
through both district and regional levels based on a rigorous audition process. 

The All-State ensembles are the most prestigious accomplishment for a music student in the state of PA. 

The All-State Choir was conducted by Jerry O. Blackstone - Conductor Emeritus, University of Michigan.  
Representing SV from the choral department was Sarah McKinley (alto), Sam O’Neill (bass), 
Ryan Lipscomb (tenor) and Cole Eckenrode (bass).   

Top honors 

The Seneca Valley Wind Ensemble performed as a guest ensemble at the 2019 Pennsylvania 
Music Educators Association (PMEA)/National Association for Music Education (NAfME)  
All-Eastern Professional In-Service Conference in Pittsburgh on April 5.  Over 170 recorded 
applications were submitted from a 12-state region, and only a small number of high school 
groups were selected to perform.  

Dr. Tracy Vitale, Seneca Valley Superintendent of Schools, had the privilege of formally 
presenting them at the performance. It was a standing room only performance attended by 
music educators from several states. The students gave an inspiring performance that was 
received with an extended standing ovation.  Mr. Brian Croach, director of bands at Laurel 
HS, commented “It was really great to see Dr. Vitale at the conference to show her support of 
the students and educators at the festival. Thank you for giving your students the resources 
and opportunities to have success on such an amazing level. The performance was stunning.”

The Seneca Valley Wind Ensemble is directed by Robert Matchett and Varden Armstrong.

The All-State Orchestra was conducted by Daniel Meyer - Music Director Erie Philharmonic, Artistic Director, Westmoreland Symphony and Director of Or-
chestral Activities, Duquesne University.  Shawn Bliss (violin) and Jacklyn Ko (violin) represented the SV orchestra department. 

The All-State Concert Band was conducted by Travis Cross - Composer, Conductor, Arranger and Chair, UCLA Herb Alpert School of Music, Los Angeles, 
CA. Representing the SV Band department was Elizabeth Salgado (flute), Eden Geis (trombone), Kyle Gragg (alto saxophone) and Jeremy Love (trumpet).  

The All-State Wind Ensemble was conducted by Brian Norcross - Conductor of Instrumental Ensembles, Franklin & Marshall College, Lancaster.  Representing the SV Band 
department was Sean Scott (baritone saxophone), Ryan Sims (tenor saxophone), Luke Choban (tuba), Bryan Vogel (bassoon), Olivia Otway (oboe) and David Choi (clarinet). 

The All-East Jazz Ensemble was conducted by Denis DiBlasio - Rowan University. Kate Scanlan (trombone) represented the SV band department.  

SV Wind Ensemble performs at music education conference

In addition to the parade performance the band also had the opportunity to visit several monuments and museums including Arlington Nation Cemetery 
where they were able to observe the changing of the guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. The band is under the direction of Mr. Armstrong, 
Bob Babick, Sara Snyder and Bob Matchett.

SV goes to Washington
Beautiful weather, historic cherry blossoms and the Seneca Valley Band were all to be found in our nation’s 
capital on April 13.  

The Seneca Valley “Roarin’ Raider” Marching Band recently returned from the National Cherry Blossom Festival 
Parade in Washington D.C. This was the band’s fourth appearance in this high-profile parade that was viewed 
live by well over 100,000 spectators. The SV Band was one of 14 high school bands to be accepted to perform at 
the event. The staff and students viewed this opportunity as a true honor. "The ability to march down 
Constitution Avenue surrounded by so many symbols of American history and culture was a moment in time 
not to be replicated by any other venue," stated Band Director Varden Armstrong.   
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Going for gold
Sophomore Emma DeShay recently attended the US Figure Skating 2019 National High School Final as a 
member of the Western PA High School Figure Skating team. The team placed first with the highest overall 
point earnings in individual events. Emma won two gold medals and a silver medal for the team. The Western 
PA High School Figure Skating Team consists of students from Seneca Valley, North Allegheny, Bishop 
Canevin and Bethel Park High Schools.

April 2019
Heather Lewis, Seneca Valley Athletics and Activities Director

Raider Athletics

SV Track & Field to host free K-6 meet
The Seneca Valley Track and Field team will be hosting the 35th annual All-District K-6 Track and Field Community Event on May 10, at SV Nextier Stadi-
um in Jackson Township.  

Registration will be held from 5:15 - 5:45 p.m. Field events will begin promptly at 6 p.m., with the track events to follow immediately after the field events have concluded.  

The event is free for all district residents.  

The track and field team and coaches will be on hand to run this event and they ask that each participant consider bringing a nonperishable food item as a  
donation to the local food banks.  

Participants are to be reminded that they should wear appropriate clothing for running, jumping and throwing. All events are organized to be age-appropriate.  
Residents are encouraged to visit the district’s backpack flyer link at www.svsd.net/BackpackFliers for more information on the evening’s events.

Baseball- At the time of this writing, Raider baseball was tied for second place in their section with a 3-2 mark and an overall record of 8-3.  The Raiders 
are led by a talented group of nine seniors focused on a return to the WPIAL playoffs. Cory Greiner and Cam Vozel are a formidable battery at the WPIAL 6A 
level and both are key contributors with their bats.  

Boys' Lacrosse- Raider boys’ lacrosse has an overall record of 5-4 with wins coming against North Catholic (12-4), Shady Side Academy (10-5), 
Upper St. Clair (9-3), Central Catholic (14-6) and Shaler (12-2.) The team has games remaining with North Allegheny, at Fox Chapel, at Allderdice, with Butler and 
Sewickley Academy. How those remaining five contests play out will determine the post-season fate for boys’ lacrosse.

Girls' Lacrosse- Seneca Valley Girls’ Lacrosse remains in contention for a spot in the WPIAL playoffs with a 5-3 overall record and 3-2 section 
mark. The Raiders have section games remaining against Moon, Freeport, Fox Chapel, North Allegheny, Pine-Richland and Butler.  

Softball- With an overall mark of 9-3 and section record of 6-3, Raider softball finds itself in third place in the Class 6A, Section 2 standings. The top four 
teams will advance to the WPIAL playoffs in mid-May and with five section games remaining the Raiders are poised to claim one of the top four spots. Pitcher 
Claire Zimmerman and catcher Karli Hacker are the senior leaders of this year’s squad and just happen to be one of the top pitcher-catcher duos in the WPIAL.

Boys' Tennis- The Raiders, while missing out on the WPIAL team playoffs, have had a remarkable turnaround from a season ago. At the time of this 
writing, the 2019 squad had an overall mark of 7-8 with one match remaining. As a point of reference, last year the squad finished 3-12 overall. Head coach Eric 
Grove has done a tremendous job of developing his players over the past year and the results are starting to pay off on the courts

Track & Field- The boys and girls track teams will face off against Butler this afternoon for a chance to enter the WPIAL team track & field 
championships.  Both teams on the boys and girls side have a loss in section competition to North Allegheny. The top-two finishers in the section advance to the 
WPIAL championships; hence, the significance of the Butler-Seneca Valley meet this afternoon. A final recap of the season will be provided in the May 
newsletter.

Boys' Volleyball- Raider boys’ volleyball is ranked sixth in the most recent posting of WPIAL boys’ volleyball Power Rankings. The 2019 team is 
currently 6-3 overall and captured third place at both the Northeastern York and Seneca Valley tournaments. Raiders are vying for a WPIAL playoff spot and 
have just under half of their section play left with games at Shaler, vs. North Hills, at Pine-Richland, vs. Fox Chapel and at Butler.

Raising funds
Congratulations to the Seneca Valley Cross Country Team! The group recently made a considerable donation of $1,250 to 
the Cranberry Township Community Chest (CTCC) using proceeds from the 2019 5K Thanksgiving Day Turkey Chase. 
Great job, Raiders!

https://www.svsd.net/BackpackFliers


The Male Athlete of the Month is junior track and field athlete Gavin Thomas. Gavin played a vital role 
in leading the Raiders to two victories over Montour and North Hills during the month of March. Gavin 
broke a 20-year old record in the long jump with a jump of 22’6”. Gavin collected three wins in the home 
opener against Montour, placing first in the 200M dash, long jump, and 4x100M relay. He tripled, again, 
three days later at North Hills finishing first in the long jump, 4x100M relay, and 4x400M relay. He also took second place in the 200M dash. For an outstanding 
month, we recognize Gavin as the March Athlete of the Month.

TRI-STATE ORTHOPAEDICS – Athletes of the Month, March 2019
Seneca Valley Athletics is pleased to partner with Tri-State Orthopaedics to sponsor a male and 
female Raider Athlete of the Month.  This year marks the third year of a three-year partnership 
with Tri-State Orthopaedics and the Athletics Department is pleased to announce the Athletes of 
the Month for March were senior pitcher Claire Zimmerman and junior track & field athlete Gavin 
Thomas.

The Female Athlete of the Month is senior softball pitcher Claire Zimmerman. Claire has been 
dominant in the circle for the Raiders as they began the season with a 5-0 record. She earned the win 
in all five games on the mound as she compiled a 0.42 ERA and two complete game shutouts. Claire 
recorded 29 strikeouts and only 10 walks during the timeframe. At the plate, she batted an impressive 
.429 average and had a .500 on base percentage. For an outstanding month on the softball diamond, 
we recognize Claire as the March Athlete of the Month. 

Name Sport      College/University             Major
Lauren Breski XC/T&F      Nova Southeastern Univ. Nursing 
Emily Cyphers Gymnastics   Bowling Green State Univ. Journalism
Haley Davinsizer Tennis      Franciscan University Accounting
Madison Edkins Lacrosse      Stetson University Pre-Law
Zach Galovich Lacrosse      Cleveland State University Mechanical Engineering
Jason Geyer Wresting      New York University Business Finance 
Ryan Greer  Lacrosse     Westminster College  Accounting
Brennan Hayes Football     John Carroll University Business
Savannah Holcomb Soccer     Baldwin Wallace Univ. Biology/Pre-Med
Gretchen Koken Basketball     University Mount Union Psych. & Criminal Justice
Luke Kopriva Lacrosse     Belmont Abbey College Accounting
Saige Ley Football      Edinboro University  Exercise Science
Josh McLean Football     John Carroll University Business
Emily Meredith Lacrosse     Lewis University Biomedical Engineering
Marcus Might Football     Indiana Univ. of PA Business
Jake Mineweaser Lacrosse     Seton Hill University Criminal Justice
Nick Montalbano Wrestling     American University Biology/Chemistry
Madeline Neuschwander Soccer     Westminster College  Sport Management
Ashley Rea  Soccer     Slippery Rock University Exercise Science/P-T
Julia Redilla Soccer     Westminster College  Chemistry
Drew Robertson Football     University of Dayton Business
Jonathan Simoes Swimming     John Carroll University Finance
Jacob Smeltzer Volleyball     Thiel College Accounting
Jake Stebbins Football     Cornell University Biometry & Statistics
David Tkatch Football     University of Dayton Pre-Med
Mark Trotta Baseball     William & Mary Business Analytics
Luke Trzeciak Volleyball     University of Mount Union Computer Science
Seth Winters Football     Mercyhurst University Exer. & Athletic Training
Aaron Yeager Football     Keystone College Criminal Justice
Claire Zimmerman Softball     Slippery Rock University Biology

Committed! 
As the senior year enters its fourth and final marking period, many Raider 
student-athletes have confirmed their commitment to attend college and play 
their respective sports of choice. The following are commitments as of the end 
of April: 

2019-20  Physical, Drug & Concussion 
Testing

The athletic department has announced its summer physical, drug testing 
and ImPACT concussion testing dates for 2019-20.

REMINDERS for 2019-20: 

• ALL paperwork is due in the athletic office no later than Thursday, July 25, 2019 by 3 
p.m.  Coaches will not accept paperwork at the first day of tryouts.

• Physicals are first come, first served on dates noted – see schedule below.  We do not 
take reservations in advance.

• The PIAA mandates the CIPPE form as the only permissible form for doctor’s signature.
• All required paperwork for athletic participation in 2019-20 will be available on Parent 

Portal starting June 1, 2019.
• All student-athletes must be registered in the Parent Portal under “Sports Registration” 

before competing.  Registration begins June 1, 2019.
• Complete information available on the District’s Athletics website under “Participation 

and TRYOUT information” starting June 1, 2019.
• Concussion ImPACT testing only needs to be done every other year.

Physicals, Drug Testing and ImPACT Baseline Concussion Testing Dates – Senior High School 

∙ July 17, 2019 from 3-7 p.m. – Physicals, drug testing & ImPACT baseline concussion 
testing offered this session. Note: Physicals limited to 30 total between hours of 3 – 5pm.

∙ July 18, 2019 from 8 a.m. - Noon - Physicals, drug testing & ImPACT baseline concussion 
testing offered this session. Note: Physicals limited to 60 total between hours of 
8 a.m – Noon. 

∙ July 18, 2019 from 1-3 p.m. - Drug testing & ImPACT baseline concussion testing 
offered – NO physicals this session.

∙ July 24, 2019 from 3-7 p.m. – Physicals, drug testing & ImPACT baseline concussion 
testing offered this session. Note: Physicals limited to 60 total between hours of 3–7 p.m.

∙ July 25, 2019 from 8 a.m. - Noon – Drug testing & ImPACT baseline concussion testing 
offered – NO physicals this session

∙ July 25, 2019 from 1-3 p.m. – Physicals, drug testing & ImPACT baseline concussion 
testing offered this session. Note: Physicals limited to 30 total between hours of 1–3 p.m.
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Representing SV
State Rep. Curtis Sonney (4th Legislative District), House Education Committee Chair, visited SV on April 4 
to learn more about our successful SV Academy of Choice (SVAOC) Cyber Program. In addition to discussing 
potential future legislation, Rep. Sonney visited cyber labs and talked with cyber teachers about their schedules 
and processes.

SV ACE students on location
Earlier this year, 18 students were accepted into the Seneca Valley Architecture, Construction and Engineering 
(SV ACE) Externship.

The students got yet another taste of the externship and learned a great deal about the design process when they 
recently shadowed the architectural firm and professional engineers hired to create SV’s new K-6 facility.

ACE students were given overviews of the companies, experienced the atmosphere of the office, and spoke with 
staff about their backgrounds, college experience and roles in the company.

This program serves as a career engagement opportunity for resume building and learning experience, and 
affords students an early perspective on the industry to determine future and/or continued interest.

'I Led the Pledge'
Elementary students from Seneca 
Valley’s K-4 schools will be appear-
ing at all of this year’s school board 
meetings, leading the members of 
the School Board and public in say-
ing “The Pledge of Allegiance.”

For the April work session and 
regular meetings, two students 
were proud to do the honors. 

CVE second grader Nate Horan led 
the Pledge at the April 1 work 
session and Rowan Elementary 
fourth grader Anna deVyver led it 
at the April 8 regular session 
meeting. 

Each are pictured with Dr. Tracy 
Vitale, Superintendent 
of Schools, and Mr. Jim Nickel, 
Board President.

Students are nominated by their 
building and those who appear re-
ceive an “I Led the Pledge” T-shirt 
along with a Seneca Valley gift.

Skilled educator
Steve Wolfe, an applied engineering and technology teacher in the senior high school, 
recently attended the SkillsUSA state-level competition as an executive member of 
Pennsylvania State Education Association’s (PSEA’s) Department of Career and  
Technical Studies (DCTS). The DCTS executive board includes representatives from 
PSEA regions as well as the eight sections of Career and Technical Education:  
Agriculture Education, Business Education, Cooperative Education, Distributive  
Education, Health Occupations, Family and Consumer Science, Technology Education, 
and Trade/Industrial Education.

For the third year in a row, the PSEA Department of Career and Technical Studies 
teamed with the SkillsUSA to bring in legislators and educate them on the current issues 
and happenings in the world of career and technology.  Each year the PSEA DCTS brings members from 
the committee to lead the legislators throughout the SkillsUSA competition and have conversations with the 
legislators.
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Alumni

NotesNotesNewsNews

Q: Catch us up. Tell us what you’re doing today:
A: I am currently an Assistant Vice President of Marketing at NexTier Bank where I host several promotional 
events and help non-profit organizations within the community.

Q: Please share with us some information about your family. 
A: Currently I reside in Evans City with my husband and our one-year-old black lab, Abby. I have two 
daughters, Shannon who is 29 and Karlee who is 24 who are both graduates of Seneca Valley as well. Both of 
them live within 10 minutes from us and I am very thankful for the close bond that we all share. 

Q: What might (someone) be surprised to know about you? 
A: I am an avid runner, having done eight half marathons and 30+ other races over the past five years. About 
two and a half years ago I underwent brain surgery to remove a very large tumor on my frontal lobe of my 
brain. Since then, running has continued to be my release and has helped me 100 percent recover.

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally? 
A: Seneca Valley taught me that giving up on my dreams was not possible. I have been with NexTier Bank 
for almost 40 years and over these years, I have fought every day to be where I am now. Personally, since 
every member of my family is an alumni of Seneca Valley, we all share a special bond knowing that we have 
all grown up in a place that we called home and are familiar with. Seneca Valley has created a pathway in our 
family that we hope we can continue passing down over the years as we grow. 

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
A:  Seneca Valley offers students the opportunity to become who they want to become. Between several  
different sports and classes that are geared toward any occupation such as art, health care, math, teaching, and 
so much more, Seneca Valley encourages the growth of every student that comes through. 

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member? 
A: Ms. Shirley Olinger.

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley? 
A: Being chosen to work mornings in the High School Office during my senior year was one of the best times 
of my senior year. Meeting and working with Mrs. Baker, Mrs. Rice and Mrs. Smith taught me how to work as 
a professional student and proficient working employee.

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be? 
A: To never stop believing in your students. Many times students come to school masking what they feel and 
I always want teachers and staff to understand that no matter how the hard exterior on a student may be, 
everyone needs a helping hand along the way.

Q: What do you wish other people knew about Seneca Valley? 
A: I wish people knew the type of environment Seneca Valley sets forth for its students. Seneca Valley is a 
place to grow and become who we are before we are set out into this big, scary world. I hope people  
understand the determination Seneca Valley has to push for growth and success in all that have the utmost 
opportunity to endure.

Seneca Valley 1977 graduate Sue  
Kushnereit is the Assistant Vice President 
of Marketing at NexTier Bank. We asked 
her to catch us up on what she is doing 
today and how Seneca Valley influenced her 
life and career.  

Q A &AlumniQ A

Current SV students and alumni, do you have STAR power? 
The Seneca Valley Musical is hosting their second annual concert and talent show fundraiser and they are looking for performers! 

The event will be held at The Strand in Zelienople at 7 p.m. on June 24. The night will include performances by current students 
and/or musical alumni of Seneca Valley.

Interested in performing? Email svmusicalfundraiser@gmail.com to learn more.

Alumni: we want to hear from you!
Seneca Valley is proud of their graduates who have excelled in their careers. To keep us in the loop, send your graduation year,

a summary of your professional life and a brief review of how Seneca Valley helped pave the way to:
Linda Andreassi, Communications Director

http://svmusicalfundraiser@gmail.com
mailto:%22Andreassi%2C%20Linda%20L%22%20%3Candreassill%40svsd.net%3E?subject=


HEALTHY SCHOOLS

A L L  P R O G R A M S  W I L L  B E  
H E L D  I N  T H E  S E N I O R  

H I G H  S C H O O L  A U D I T O R I U M
F R O M  6 : 3 0  -  8  P . M .

S E N E C A  V A L L E Y  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  P R E S E N T S

w w w . s v s d . n e t

This movie is FREE and open to parents and the general public. Childcare for SV 
residents under the age of 10 will be provided at no cost (the movie is 

recommended viewing to those 10+ years of age). To reserve childcare, please 
contact Julie Moore at (724) 452-6040, ext. 0 or via email at moorejm@svsd.net.

A screening of the Screenagers Movie: 
Growing up in the Digital Age

Thursday, May 2: 

#HealthySchoolsSmartKids



Establishing clear rules around screen time 
is, of course, the first step. Yet managing the 
limits often zaps our energy and results in 
power struggles, arguments, and grumpy 
kids. Another problem is that while the kids 
may have put their phones away or turned 
off the Xbox, they can turn on their tablet, 
Chromebook or MacBook to do “home-
work” and continue using social media apps 
and games. See chart at right that breaks down what popular apps and games 
work on which devices, so you can be better prepared to stop workarounds. 
And be sure to look at the resource page on apps that help you manage screen 
time at https://www.screenagersmovie.com/parenting-apps/.

- 15 -

Articles and photos provided by Screenagers.

Decoding the distractions that hinder homework completion

Seneca Valley will be offering a free screening of the movie “Screenagers: Growing up in the Digital age” at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 2, in the senior high school 
auditorium.

According to the website, the movie reveals how tech time impacts kids’ development and offers solutions on how adults can empower kids to best navigate 
the digital world and find balance. The movie screening is the final evening presentation that was a part of the District’s four-part Healthy Schools series. Free 
childcare is available for children under the age of 10 (the movie is recommended for those 10 years of age or older). To reserve a childcare spot, please email Julie 
Moore at moorejm@svsd.net.  To view a trailer of the movie or learn more about it, visit www.screenagersmovie.com.

Screenagers

Are you aware that Facebook controls which posts appear at the top of one’s feed? The social networking app  
strategically feeds us more of what we have engaged with—so to engage us more. This is in contrast to the “old days,” 
when one would see posts in the order that “friends” were posting them. Most social media and content companies  
continually update their algorithms to figure out how to keep us hooked and endlessly scrolling through posts.
Many analysts say that the majority of YouTube videos watched are discovered by the suggestions that YouTube gives 
each time one logs into it, or suggested after watching a video. 

The book LikeWar: The Weaponization of Social Media, painstakingly researched by two academic defense experts over 
five years, describes how social media is being used by individuals, groups, and governments to influence opinions. The 
authors make the interesting point that much of the power of targeted messaging comes from within our own minds. 
They give these two powerful examples 1) Humans have an intrinsic desire to associate with like-minded individuals, 
and 2) Humans like to have their preconceptions confirmed. These traits underlie the psychology that results in our 
compulsion to keep clicking on the next suggested link.

Algorithms may be defining our children and forcing them deeper into silos. When they search for something that 
others, as well as themselves, have previously searched for, by default they are filtered into a category and served the 
same information that others who were looking for these same answers received. Those filters often go deeper than just 
keywords, they are algorithms that take into account factors like one's profile and other searches, and ultimately knitting 
together a group of people with similar interests and backgrounds. 

How do we remain conscious about what we are doing or watching when the videos and content suggested for us is done so with such personalized precision? 
The first step is to be aware of the endless scroll. 

Here are some questions to get the conversation started:
• As always start with a positive question about tech such as: Are there types of videos that YouTube presents you that you appreciate?
• Do you know that content suggested for you, like videos on YouTube, are designed around your searching history and interests?
• Have you been sucked into an endless scroll?
• What do you think you could do to stop the endless scroll?
• Talk about how realizing your viewing could go on forever gives you the power to decide to stop.

Stopping Endless Scrolling

Reality Tour Vaping Toolkit for parents
This toolkit is designed to act as a deterrent for youth who haven't been involved in vaping yet and/or to monitor a youth who has promised to stop vaping.

Please view the Vaping Resource page on their website. 

For additional information, please view Dr. Ruth Potee’s YouTube video: 
Vaping, Marijuana and Effects on Developing Brain 

https://www.screenagersmovie.com/parenting-apps/
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/
mailto:moorejm%40svsd.net?subject=Screenagers
http://www.screenagersmovie.com
https://www.likewarbook.com/
https://t.yesware.com/tt/3b1e88c726bd3b47d38138abb594c0ef064cb228/b8a97d216a724e74e4c5bdc2a18e4074/be8e245ddef232c99b9af71f6730afe6/candleinc.org/vaping-toolkit/
https://youtu.be/25mK4yXzOkQ


As the weather gets warmer, I wanted to remind you all of some spring/summer home safety/security tips:

1. The large majority of break-ins are done by amateurs rather than black-clad cat burglars. Simply locking your doors and keeping your home well-lit at
night is enough of a deterrent to keep bad guys out.

Bad guys hate anything that will slow them down or bring attention to them. Locks and lights will do that.

2. Never leave cars unlocked in your driveway or outside your home, especially if your garage door opener is kept in your car. If someone gets their hands 
on your garage door opener, they now have 24-hour access to your home.

3. Keep your eyes open. A common spring/summer scheme is for bad guys to come to your door and distract you with offers of yard work or roof repair, 
while their accomplice sneaks into your garage, backyard or back door. Be aware of this and don’t let the person at the door take up too much of your 
time. This actually happened to us when we were living in the Washington, DC area, but I was able to recognize what was happening and put an end to 
their plan.

4. When you're away this summer: 

-Make your home look occupied by having lamps on a timer. Strategically placing lights throughout the house on timers gives the appearance that people 
are using different rooms.

-Don’t close all of your curtains and blinds. If you are using lights or a television on a timer to cast light, it’s good to leave a few open. Open curtains also 
allow law enforcement or a helpful neighbor to see inside your home should the need arise.

-Employ the interior locks on your garage doors. This is important to do because bad guys will snake a heavy duty hanger or heavy wire in between the 
frame of your garage door and the garage door itself. They will use that to hook the cord that keeps your garage door opener engaged with your garage 
door, and they will pull it to disengage the door from the trolley of the door opener. Once they do this, they can simply lift your garage door and have 
easy access to your home. If you lock your garage doors from the inside, no one can access your home through the garage.

-Ask a neighbor to park a car in your driveway a couple of times while you’re away. 

The biggest thing that we can all do as the weather gets warmer is to look out for each other. We are blessed and fortunate to have good neighbors around 
us. We look out for each other's kids and we let each other know if a garage door is left open, etc. Be that good neighbor to the people around you.

Also, if you see something out of the ordinary, don't hesitate to report it to the police immediately! If you see something, SAY something! I can't stress this 
point enough!

This is by no means every step that you could take to secure your home, but it's a good start. If you have any questions about securing your home, or just 
general summer safety tips, please feel free to contact me.

Safety First
Jeff James, Seneca Valley Supervisor of Safety and Security

- 16 -



Seneca Valley in an Equal Opportunity Employer

Follow us onFind us on Watch us onView us on Add us on

www.svsd.net

Seneca Valley School District  |  124 Seneca School Road  |  Harmony, PA 16037  |  (724) 452-6040

• Check out SV’s 2019 Summer Camps for students entering grades 1-12
• Camp Invention is coming to Evans City School July 15-18
• SV is seeking several candidates for various job opportunities. Click here to learn more or apply.
• Drivers needed for school, field trips and sporting events. Click here to learn more or apply.
• The Seneca Valley Foundation’s 2019 Gift of Hope Golf Classic will be held on Thursday, Aug. 8. Join us as a golfer or sponsor. For more information or to register, click here.
• Click here to see SVSD’s third nine weeks Honor Rolls.
• Students & families wanted for Rotary Youth Exchange Program! Learn more here.

Link it
Click the hyperlinks below for other news you may want to see:

(In Case You Missed It)

ICYMI...

SV earns awards in PenSPRA Communications Contest
Seneca Valley was awarded five awards in the Pennsylvania School 
Public Relations Association’s (PenSPRA) “Excellence in Education 
Communications” 2018 Contest. 

The Seneca Valley communications department received an Award 
of Honor for the E-Newsletter Raider Pride, an Award of Honor for 
the digital version of the 2016-17 SV Annual Report, The Future 
Starts Here, an Award of Honor for the SV Teacher Appreciation 
Video, an Award of Honor for the renaming of Seneca Valley  
Middle School and an Award of Honor for the 2018-19 SV  
Calendar “On a Mission.” 

The Pennsylvania School Public Relations Association (PenSPRA) was chartered in 1969 and is an 
organization of school public relations professionals whose goal is to improve educational  
communication and support student achievement through systematic, proactive, and responsible public 
relations programs. PenSPRA sponsors an annual Excellence In Education Communications Contest.  
Entries are accepted in a number of categories to reflect the scope of work often undertaken by  
communications professionals.

Linda Andreassi, director of communications and Katie Huttinger, media support specialist, coordinate and 
develop publications for the Seneca Valley School District.

https://www.facebook.com/SenecaValleySD/
https://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
https://www.instagram.com/senecavalleysd/
https://www.snapchat.com/add/senecavalleysd
https://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
https://www.facebook.com/SevenSpringsMountainResort/videos/2215728048693959/
https://www.svsd.net/site/default.aspx?PageID=25255
https://www.facebook.com/SevenSpringsMountainResort/videos/2215728048693959/
http://www.campinvention.org
https://www.facebook.com/SevenSpringsMountainResort/videos/2215728048693959/
https://senecavalley.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx
https://www.svsd.net/driveforsv
https://www.svsd.net/cms/lib/PA01001234/Centricity/Domain/1132/SV%20Golf%20Flier%202019.pdf
https://www.svsd.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=2785&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=29075&PageID=1
https://www.svsd.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=20740&dataid=49029&FileName=Rotary%20YE%20Flyer%20Students%20%20Families-2020-21.pdf
http://cranberrytownship.org/
https://twitter.com/SVCIRCRowan/status/1050764236492853248
https://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley/status/1113849876490665984


http://www.cranberryhighlands.com/1754/Golf-Course


https://laroche.edu/scip/





